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April 11, 2008 
 
By US and Electronic Mail 
Joel LaBissonniere  
Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services (GCOS) 
Brett Grosko, Attorney Advisor    
Office of the General Counsel for Ocean Services 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1305 East-West Highway, Room 6111, SSMC 4 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Re: Consistency Appeal by Weaver’s Cove Energy, LLC 
Consistency Appeal by Mill River Pipeline, LLC 

  
Dear Messrs. La Bissonniere and Grosko: 
 

I write on behalf of the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Mangement (MCZM) to 
bring to the Secretary’s attention two new proposals related to the underlying LNG Project.  
Because these changes could significantly alter the proposed activities comprising the Project, 
MCZM believes the Secretary should be made aware of these significant changes in 
circumstances.  While these proposals update and clarify the status of information in the record, 
see 15 C.F.R. § 930.130(a)(2)(ii), the Secretary enjoys wide latitude in determining the content 
of the appeal decision record.  15 C.F.R. § 930.127(e)(1). 

 
(1) Change of Information in the Letter of Intent to USCG.  By letter dated March 21, 

2008, Weaver’s Cove submitted to the United States Coast Guard (USCG) a Change of 
Information to its Letter of Intent, in which it now seeks approval for smaller LNG vessels to 
transit Mt. Hope Bay and the Taunton River to deliver LNG to the proposed terminal site.  This 
new Change of Information includes “material changes” to Weaver’s Cove’s prior vessel transit 
plan in response to the USCG’s negative Letter of Recommendation (LOR), dated October 24, 
2007.  (The LOR prohibited LNG tankers from the Taunton River due to USCG’s determination 
that key stretches of the river were unsuitable for the type, size and frequency of proposed LNG 
tanker traffic.)   

 
(2) Alternative Berthing Station Proposal.  On or about March 28, 2008, Petitioner 

Weaver’s Cove notified Massachusetts, Rhode Island and City of Fall River officials of its plan 
to initiate Federal Energy Regulatory Commission review of a new, alternate proposal for 
delivering LNG to its proposed terminal in Fall River, Massachusetts.  This new alternative 



 

 

proposes constructing a berth in Mt. Hope Bay and installing 4 miles of insulated, underwater 
pipeline.  LNG would be unloaded from tankers at the berthing station and moved through the 
pipeline to the storage tank at the proposed terminal site.   

 
Weaver’s Cove has not withdrawn its prior plans; rather, its announced intention is to 

pursue all three alternatives simultaneously.  Thus, the type and extent of dredging activities 
necessary in Mt. Hope Bay and the Taunton River – which will vary considerably based on 
which proposal may be used – remains unknown, and administrative and permitting proceedings 
before numerous federal and state agencies to review and assess the new proposals have yet even 
to commence.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

Carol Iancu /s/ 
 
Carol Iancu 
Assistant Attorney General 

                                                            Environmental Protection Division 
 

 
Encls. 
cc:  Bruce F. Kiely, Esq. (By US and Electronic Mail) 

Ralph T. Lepore, III. Esq. (By US and Electronic Mail) 
Margaret Callanan, Esq. (By Electronic Mail) 
















